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• PFAS are a concern 
à Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability (CSS)
à Prevention main focus, more effective than minimise/control or

eliminate/remediate to avoid harm of accumulation of pollution/effects

• PFAS ‘strategy’: staff working document (SWD) in support of the CSS
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/pdf/chemicals/2020/10/SWD_PFAS.pdf

• Ban all non-essential uses of PFAS under REACH
• ECHA to prepare a restriction dossier on all PFAS in fire-fighting foams
• Preparatory work for a group restriction on all non-essential uses of PFAS: 

NL, DE, SE, DK and NO 

• Zero Pollution Action Plan for air, water and soil

European Commission strategy 
on PFAS

Credit: Slide adapted based on Bert Leehmans, DG Environment, October 2021



On-going revision of many water related EU regulations:

• Recast DWD à adopted in December 2020

• UWWTD: under revision à contaminants of emerging concern

• SSD: under revision à assessment of contaminants in sewage sludge

• WFD, GWD, EQSD à under revision

UWWTD: Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive
SSD: Sewage Sludge Directive
EQSD: Environmental Quality Standards Directive
GWD: Groundwater directive
WFD: Water Framework Directive

PFAS: food and water related EU legislation

Credit: Adapted based on slides by Bert Leehmans, DG Environment, October 2021



Leaning on Food Contaminants Regulation

• EFSA opinion: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/pfas-food-
efsa-assesses-risks-and-sets-tolerable-intake
Tolerable Weekly Intake of 4.4 ng/kg bw

• Discussion started with EU member states (MS) 
to set maximum levels (MTC) in food

• Intention of some MS to ‘translate’ EFSA opinion for food into
drinking water parametric vavlues (e.g. limits) for group of 4 PFAS 
(PFOS, PFHxS, PFOA,PFNA), e.g. Denmark 2 ng/L (8/6-2021)
Skærpede krav til PFAS-stoffer i drikkevand (mst.dk)

PFAS food and water related EU legislation 

Credit: Adapted based on slides by Bert Leehmans, DG Environment, October 2021

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/pfas-food-efsa-assesses-risks-and-sets-tolerable-intake
https://mst.dk/service/nyheder/nyhedsarkiv/2021/jun/skaerpede-krav-til-pfas-stoffer-i-drikkevand/


Recast Drinking Water Directive
• ‘Sum of PFAS’: 0.1 µg/L for 20 specific PFAS (compliance by Jan 2026)

• ‘PFAS Total’: 0.5 µg/L (compliance by Jan 2026)

• By January 2024: COM to 
establish technical guidelines on analytical methods – work is ongoing

• MS can decide to use or both parameters after establishment of technical
guidelines

• Review Annex I & II (parametric values): at least every 5 years
• In light of technical and scientific progress / results of risk-based approach (data sets MS)

• Legislative proposal (no Implementing/Delegated Act)

• Amend Annex III (PFAS substances): Delegated Act (COM empowered)

Provisions on PFAS in the recast DWD 

Credit: Adapted based on slides by Bert Leehmans, DG Environment, October 2021



‘Review Annex I & II (parametric values): at least every 5 years’

Annex I, Part B

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2020/2184/oj

Directive (EU)2020/2184 on the quality of water 
intended for human consumption  

Credit: Adapted based on slides by Valentina Bertato, DG Environment, 2022

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2020/2184/oj


‘Amend Annex III (PFAS substances)’

Sum of PFAS
Annex III, Part B

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2020/2184/oj

Directive (EU)2020/2184 on the quality of water 
intended for human consumption  

Credit: Adapted based on slides by Valentina Bertato, DG Environment, 2022

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2020/2184/oj


• Prevention of PFAS pollution works best, by avoiding use of PFAS
• Revision of many water related legislations 

=> Class/groups of PFAS to avoid regrettable substitution
=> Combined with single PFAS monitoring
=> methods to support implementation of regulations on 
Total PFAS and (sums of) single PFAS

• Ongoing: Identify potentially contaminated sites in countries
• Upcoming: Human biomonitoring, drinking and ground water for 

monitoring for more PFAS

Summary and outlook
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