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Who is Testing for Pease?

Testing for Pease is a community action 
group, whose mission is to be a reliable 
resource for education and communication 
while advocating for a long-term health 
plan on behalf of those impacted by the 
PFAS water contamination at the former 
Pease Air Force Base in Portsmouth, NH
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Why Did We Form?
• May 2014 – newspaper revealed that PFAS 

contamination 

was discovered in three wells supplying drinking water 

to the 

Pease International Tradeport (former Pease Air Force 

Base)

• One well (Haven well) tested over the EPA PHAs that 

were in place at that time (PFOS = 2500 ppt, PFOA = 

350 ppt, PFHxS = 830 ppt) in April 2014

• All of our families were exposed to contaminated public 

drinking water at Pease  



Pease Air Force Base (1956-1991)
• 1956 to 1991 Strategic Air Command (SAC) Base

• 4,365 acres of land with 3 on site wells 

• In 1991 Pease AFB closed and became the first base                                    

in the nation to be closed under Base Realignment and 

Closure (BRAC)

• In 1991 Pease became a Superfund site

A Superfund site is any land in the US that has been contaminated by hazardous 
waste and identified by the EPA as a candidate for cleanup because it poses a risk 
to human health and/or the environment. These sites are placed on the National 
Priorities List (NPL)



Pease Tradeport (1991 to current)
• Pease International Tradeport started development in 1991

• 3 municipal wells supply drinking water (Haven, Smith, & 

Harrison)

• Currently home to over 200 businesses

• 2 large daycare centers
• Restaurants
• Healthcare/medical office buildings
• Multiple colleges
• Golf course

• Portsmouth International Airport (PSM) currently in 

operation

• Pease Air National Guard base remains active



How was Pease Contaminated with PFAS? 
• Pease drinking water became contaminated 

with PFAS by a fire fighting foam known as 

AFFF (Aqueous Film Forming Foam)

• Used by the Air Force/DoD since the 1970’s

• AFFF was used because it is effective in putting 

out petroleum based fires & only foam to meet 

military specifications



PFAS Contamination at Pease
● Groundwater impacts
● Drinking water impacts

○ Municipal wells
○ Residential/private wells

● Impacts to wildlife, plants, 
surface water, and soil 
(investigation is ongoing)

● PFAS detections in:
○ Shellfish
○ Freshwater fish
○ Deer liver
○ Chicken eggs
○ Sediment
○ Surface water
○ Soil
○ Dry pasture grass



PFAS Contamination at Pease:
Drinking Water

● July 2015 - US EPA region 
1 issues administrative 
order to US Air Force to 
clean up PFAS at Pease

● August 2015 - US Air 
Force agrees to treat all 3 
drinking water wells on 
Pease with GAC

● September 2016 - GAC 
filtration of 2 wells placed 
online



PFAS Contamination at Pease:
Drinking Water

● Oct 2016 - Haven Well piloting of 
activated carbon and resin 
treatment systems begins

● April 2019 - Construction of new 
Treatment system begins

● April 2020 - New Resin Filters 
approved by NHDES and put into 
service for Harrison and Smith 
Wells

● July 2021 - NHDES approval to 
reactivate the Haven Well and 
begin treatment through the Pease 
WTP

● August 2021 - Haven Well is 
reactivated

Virtual tour of Pease drinking water plant: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02PMHbC0W7A



PFAS Contamination at Pease:
Groundwater

2 major areas of PFAS contamination at Pease

# 1) Site 8 / Firefighting training area
GAC & Resin pump and treat water 
treatment plant built and placed online 
in 2018

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/565b6fe8e4b0f0c1a028adc4/t/61b6bc311ca6e129e0da6076/1639365687570/Site+8+IMS+Infor
mational+Session.pdf



PFAS Contamination at Pease:
Groundwater

2 major areas of PFAS contamination at Pease

# 2) KC-135E Plane Fire in 1990

● Airfield Interim Mitigation Systems 
(AIMS) GAC & Resin pump and treat 
water treatment plant built and placed 
online in 2019

Video of KC-135E Fire: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8W_zJfJGhSI
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PFAS Contamination at Pease:
CERCLA Process

● CERCLA is the US 
federal Superfund 
law, officially the 
Comprehensive 
Environmental 
Response, 
Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980, 
established the 
federal Superfund 
program, 
administered by the 
Environmental 
Protection Agency.
 

● The Air Force uses 
the CERCLA process 
at Pease to guide 
their work.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/565b6fe8e4b0f0c1a028adc4/t/5f32a2a7e7650f5481bd101a/1597153962424/Draft-Final+RAB+Slides_05Aug20.pdf



Pease Community Challenges
● Unregulated compounds = lack of action on all 

PFAS

● PFAS waste was being incinerated, now being 
sent to Subtitle C landfill

● RAB set up in a way that does not allow full 
community engagement and input

● Lack of technical assistance to community

● Treatment technology still allowing short chain 
PFAS to breakthrough

● Lack of analytical methods to detect ALL PFAS 
to better understand full exposure

● AFFF is a mixture of PFAS - not all PFAS used 
in AFFF is known

● DoD was not complying with State of NH 
drinking water standards in residential private 
wells from 2019-2021 (DoD has recently 
agreed to comply in 2022)

Pease RAB Meeting | 9/18/2019



Pease Community Challenges
● CERCLA is a very slow process 

● Fire fighting foams w/short chain 
PFAS still in use

● Full extent of the contamination to 
the environment still not known

● Community engagement 
frustrating at times due to lack of 
transparency and comprehensive 
data given to communities (made 
worse by section 345 in NDAA)

● DoD focuses on limited number of 
PFAS

● Community with many 
unanswered questions (i.e. how 
will we address remediation in 
other areas - soil, surface water, 
wildlife, etc?)

Article: https://apnews.com/article/portsmouth-health-us-news-business-nh-state-wire-abfb5bd0617f4f1fa5a793afb36cd0e5



Pease Community Remediation
Key Takeaways

● $76 million spent at Pease by 
the Air Force so far in 
addressing PFAS

● The extent of the PFAS 
contamination and how long it 
will take to fully clean it up has 
not yet been determined 

● It has taken a multi agency 
and team approach to address 
PFAS

○ US Air Force
○ US EPA
○ NH DES
○ NH Fish & Game
○ City of Portsmouth
○ Town of Newington
○ Pease Development Authority
○ Community Advocacy Groups

● Significant Congressional support 
has assisted in holding DoD 
accountable

○ PFAS legislation
○ Multiple amendments in           

NDAA
○ Meetings with key DoD 

officials
○ Congressional hearings

● Strong community advocacy has 
helped with action and remediation

○ NH MCLs
○ Treatment of all 3 wells
○ GAC & resin technology to 

address long & short chain 
PFAS

○ DoD agreeing to comply 
with NH state standards

Article: https://www.fosters.com/story/news/2020/03/12/shaheen-unveils-20-billion-pfas-water-bill/1534706007/



Pease Community Remediation
Key Takeaways

● Community engagement and 
RABs/RACs needs more 
transparency and improvement 
at DoD sites nationwide

● Technical assistance needed 
for community to better 
understand data and plan to 
address contamination

● DoD must fully own their 
responsibility in causing global 
PFAS contamination and work 
efficiently and effectively to test 
for all PFAS, clean up all PFAS, 
and make impacted 
communities whole

Article: https://www.seacoastonline.com/story/news/local/2021/12/10/andrea-amico-portsmouth-nh-testifies-pfas-u-s-senate-pfas-department-of-defense-pease-afb/6447523001/



Thank you for listening….

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.” 

                                                                  ~ Margaret Mead

For more information, please visit:

                                                 www.testingforpease.com   

     facebook.com/TestingforPease

                     twitter.com/Testing_4_Pease 

Article: https://www.fosters.com/story/news/2018/06/23/moms-put-face-on-pfas-contamination/11900849007/


